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Annual Message Submitted

to Congress

Brief and Comprehensive Re ¬

view of State Affairs

Shows tlio Good Effects of Protective

Tariff Strong Endorseimmt of a

National Election Law

Washington Dccembor 1 Every
available seat in the vaft gallories
which surround the chamber of the
House was occupied early in the fore-

noon

¬

A tasteful pyramid of flowers
adorned the Speakers desk

At noon the Speaker entered the hall
and called it to order The call of the
roll disclosed tho presence of 227

members that being n quorum Tho
House then took a recess till 1 30

On reassembling tho Presidents
incssago was rend as follows
To the Senate and Home of Ibprtscnta- -

te
The report of tho scvurnl executive

departments which will bo lnid before
Congress in the usual course will exhibit
tho operation of tho Government for
the last fiscal year Only tho more im-

portant
¬

incidents and results and chiefly
such as may bo tho foundation of recom-
mendations

¬

I shall submit will bo re-

ferred
¬

to in this annual message The
vast and increasing business of the
Government has been transacted by the
several departments during the year
with faithfulness

The revenues amounting to about
450000000 havo been collected and

disbursed without revealing so far as I
can sec a single case of defalcation or
embezzlement An enrnc1t ellort has
been made to stimulato a sens j of ro
sponsibility on ail olliccrs und employes
of every grade and tho work done by
them has almost escaped unfavorable
criticism The closest scrutiny of Con-
gress

¬

is invited to nil the matters of the
administration and to every item of ex-

penditure
¬

PAN AMERICAN CONOKESS
The friendly relations of our country

with the nations of Europo have been
undisturbed while tho ties of good will
and common interest that bind us to
the states of the western hemisphere
have been notably strengthened by tho
conference held in this capitol to con ¬

sider measures for tho general welfare
Pursuant to the invitation authorized
by Congress tho representatives of every
independent state of the American con-
tinent

¬

and of llayti met in conference
in this city in October 1889 and con-
tinued

¬

in session until April 19 1890
This convocation marks a most inter-
esting

¬

and continental epoch in the
history of the western hemisphere It
is noteworthy that Brazil invited under
an imperial government shared as a
republic in the deliberations and re-

sults
¬

of tho conference Tho recom-
mendations

¬

of this conference wore all
transmitted to Congress at tho last
session Tho International Congress
which sat in Washington laH winter re-

ceived
¬

a very gratifying result The
regulations suggested havo been brought
to the attention of nil governments
represented and their general adoption
is confidently expected Tho legisla ¬

tion of Congress at tho last session
is in conformity with the propositions
ol the conference and the procla-
mation

¬

therein provided will be
issued when other powers have given
notice of admission

The conference of JJrussoli to devise
means for suppressing tho slave trade in
Africa afforded an opportunity for a
new expression of the interest tho
American people felt in tho work It
soon became evident that tho measure
proposed would tax tho resources of the
Congo basin beyond tho revenues avail-
able

¬

under the general act of Berlin in
1834 Tho United States not being a
party to that act could iut share in its
revision but by n separuto act tho inde-
pendent

¬

state of the Congo wai freed
from the restrictions upon a custom
revenue Tho demoralizing and destruc ¬

tive traffic in ardent spirits among the
tribes also claimed tho attention of tho
conference nnd the delegates of tho
United States were foremost in advocati-
ng

¬

the measures for its repression An
accord was reached tho influence of

liich will be very helpful nnd extended
over a wido region As soon as these
measures shall receivo the nanction of
the Netherlands they will be submitted
for ratification bv tho Senate Mean
while negotiations have been opened for
a new and complcto treaty of friendship
and commerce between tho United
States and the independent stato of
Congo

Toward the end of tho past year one
imperial government on the western
continent that of Brazil coated to
exist and was succeeded by a republic
Diplomatic relations were at once
established with tho new government
out it was not completely rccoirnized
until on opportunity had been offered to
ascertain that it had popular approval
and support When the courso of
events linil vlnlilral nsstiranrn of this
fact no time was lost in extending to

ie new government a full and Hearty
welcome It is confidently believed
that the good relations of the two nations
will bo preserved and that the future
will witness an increased intimacy of
commerce nnd an expansion of their
Mutual intercourse

The peace of Central Amorici has
pin beon disturbed through n revolut-

ionary
¬

chango in Salvador which was
jjot recognized by the other stated and
hostilities broko out between Salvador

11 Guatemala to undo the progress
men hail been mado townrd a union of

tneir interests The efforts of this
Jovernmont wore promptly and zeal
ouly exerted to composo their differ
tn and through tho offorts of tho

Presentation of tho United States a
Provisional treaty of peaco was signed
August 20 whereby tho right ot tho

public of Salvador to choose its own
fillers was recognized General Jlzota
J chief of the provisional government
J1 since been confirmed m the prosi ¬

fy by the assembly and leeognition
followed

FORKIQN 11KIATI0NH
killing of General Barrundla on
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board the Pacific mail steamer Acapulco
while anchored in transit in tho port of
San Jose demanded careful inquiry
Having failed in a revolutionary attempt
to invado Guatemala from Mexican ter-
ritory

¬

General Barrundla took passago
at Acnpulco for lnnnma Tho consent
of tho representatives of the United
States wns sought to effect this seizuro
first at Chainperico where the stenmer
touched nnd after at San Jose The
captaiu refused to give up his passenger
without a written order from tho United
States minister The latter forwarded
tho desired lotter stipulating as tho
condition of his action that General
Barrundias Hfo should bo guaranteed
and that he should beT tried for offenses
growing out of the insurrection This
lotter wns produced to tho captain by
tho military commander nt San Josd ns
hie warrant to tho passenger from tho
steamer Ilarrundia resisted nnd was
killed Tho seizure of a passenger in
transit charged with a political offense
in order that he might bo tried for such
offense under what was described as
martial law was contrary to the policy
of this Government and it was con ¬

strained to dinavow Mr Mizners act and
recall hiln from his post

Tho Nicaragua canal project under
tho control of our citizens is making
most encouraging progress

Tho reports from our minister at San-
tiago

¬

warrant tho expectation of a satis ¬

factory adjustment of our relations with
Chili which havo for several yearsoccu
pied so important n plnco in our diplo ¬

matic history that have called for care-
ful

¬

consideration and havo been the sub-
ject

¬

of much correspondence
The communications of tho Chinese

minister have brought into view the
subject ofour conventional policy with
that country At the same time this
government through its legation sought
to nrrange various matters and com-
plaints

¬

touching tho interests nnd pro-
tection

¬

of our citizens In pursuance of
tho concurrent resolution of October 1

1890 I have proposed to the govern-
ments

¬

of Mexico and Great Britain to
consider a conventional regulation of
tho passago ol Chinese laborers across
our southern and northern frontiers

Our relations with tho French con-
tinue

¬

to bo cordial Our representative
nt thnt court has very diligently urged
the removal of the restriction imposed
on our meat products nnd it is lielicvcd
that progress lias been made toward
just settlement

The Samoan treaty at Berlin after
due ratification and exchange has begun
to produco salutory effect Hie forma-
tion

¬

the government agreed upon will
soon replace the disorder of tho past ad-

ministration
¬

Tho Chief Justice has
been chosen by tho King of Sweden on
the invitation of tho three powers The
land commission and the municipal
council aro in progress of organization

The new treaty of extradition with
Great Britain after duo ratification wns
proclaimed on the 25th of Inst March
Its bencflcient working is already ap
parent Tho difference between the two
governments touching tho fur seal ques-
tion

¬

is not yet adjusted as will bo seen
by tho correspondence which will soon
bo iaid before Congress Tho offer to
submit tho question to orbitration has
not been accepted for tho reason that
the form of submission proposed is not
thought to be calculated to assure a con-
clusion

¬

satisfactory to cither party It
is hoped that before tho opening of an-

other
¬

season somo arrangement will bo
made which will assure to us a proprie-
tory

¬

right which was not disregarded
for more than thirty years preceding
the existing trouble

In the tariff act a wrong wns dono to
tho kingdom of Hawaii which 1 am
bound to presumo was wholly uninten-
tional

¬

Duties were levied on certain
commodities which were included in the
treaty between the United States and
Hawaii without indicating the neces-
sary

¬

exception in favor of that kingdom
I hopo Congress will repair what might
otherwise seem to bo a breach of faith

Just claims of citizens for redress of
wrongs suffered during tho lato political
conflict in llayti will I hope soon be
settled

In the summer of 1888 an accident
occurred which for some time threat-
ened

¬

to interrupt the cordiality of our
relations with the government of Portu ¬

gal The government seized the Dolagoa
Bay Hallway which was constructed
under a concession granted to an Amer-
ican

¬

citizen Our representations mado
coincident with those of Great Britain
whose subjects were ilso interested hap ¬

pily resulted in tho recognition by Por¬

tugal of the propriety of submitting the
claim for indemnity growing out of its
action to arbitration The plan having
been agreed on the interested powers
readily concurred in tho proposal to
submit tho case to tiie judgment of
three eminent jurists io be designated
by tho president of tho Swiss Republic

Tho revision of our treaty relations
with tho empire of Japan has continued
to be a subject of consideration The
questions involved aro both grave and
delicato nnd whilo it will be my duty
to sco that the interests of the United
States aro not by any chance exposed to
undue discrimination I sincerely hope
that such revision an will satisfy the
legitimate expectations of the Japanese
government and maintain tho present
nnd iong exisMng friendly relations be
tween Japan and tho United States will
be effected

The friendship between our country
and Mexico haB increased with benefit
to both nations The intercourse of
the two countries by rail is already
great Tho establishment of lines and
those recently projected add to the inti-
macy

¬

of traflic and open new channels
of access to fresh areas of demand and
supply The importance of tho Mexican
railway system will bo further enhanced
to a degree almost impossible to fore ¬

cast if it should become a link in the
projected inter continental railwny I
recommend that our mission to the City
of Mexico be raised to the first class

Tho cordial character of our relations
with Spain warrants tho hope of tho
continuation of methods of friendly ne-

gotiations
¬

Much may bo accomplished
in tho direction of an adjustment of
pending questions of increase of our
trade The extent nnd development of
our trado with Cuba invest tho commer-
cial

¬

relations with peculiar import ¬

ance It is not doubted that a special
arrangement in regard to commerce
bused on the reciprocity provision of the
recent tariff act would operate most
beneficially Thin subject is now receiv-
ing

¬

attention
On September last tho commission

nppointedto revise tho proceedings of
the commission under the claims con-
vention

¬

between the United States and
Venezuela of 1808 brought its labors to

saiiAi

a close within tho period fixed The
proceedings of the late commission were
characterized by a spirit of impartiality
and a high sense of justico An inci-
dent

¬

which was for many years the sub ¬

ject of discussion between tho two Gov ¬

ernments has been disposed of
Tho legislation of the past few years

ha evidenced on tho part of Congress a
growing realization of tho importance of
the consular service in fostering our
commercial interests abroad and in pro-
tecting

¬

tho domestic revenues As the
scope of operations expand increased
provisions must bo mado to keep the
essential standard of efficiency The
necessity of somo measuro of supervis-
ion

¬

and inspection has been so often
presented that I need only commend the
subject to your attention

THE TRBASUUY SHOWINQ

The rovenucs of tho Government from
all sources for the fiscal year ending
Juno 30 1890 wero 40390308055 and
tho total expenditures for the same
period wero 35801858452 Tho postal
receipts have not heretofore been in ¬

cluded in the statement of these aggre ¬

gates and for the purpose of the compar ¬

ison of the sum 0088209702 should be
deducted from both sides of the account
The surplus for the year including the
amount applied to the sinking fund was
10534440003 Tho receipts for 1890

were 100S0930379 and the expendi ¬

tures 15739871 in excess of those of
1889 Thocustoms receipts from internal
revenues wero 1172519189 while on
tho side of expenditures thnt for pen-
sions

¬

was 19312070570 an excess on
the preceding year The Treasury
statement for tho current year partly
actual and partly estimated is as fol-

lows
¬

Receipts from all sources 400- -
000000 total expenditures 354000000
leaving n surplus of loUWUOU not tak ¬

ing tho postal receipts into account on
either side Tho loss of revenue from
customs for tho last quarter was 25000 v

000 but from this is deducted again
about 10000UUU realized in the llrst
four months of tho year Tor tho year
1890 the local estimated receipts are
413000000 and the estimated expendi ¬

ture 38785220942 leaving nn csti
timated surplus of 1514770058 which
with n casli balance of 52000000 at the
beginning of the year will givo 07147
79058 as tho sum available for tho re¬

demption of bonds or other uses The
estimates of receipts and expenditures for
the Postoflico Department being equal
are not included in tho statement on
either side

The act directing tho purchase of sil-

ver
¬

bullion and tho issue of treasury
notes thnreon approved July 14 1890
has been administered by the Secretary
of the Treasury with an earnest purpose
to get into circulation at the earliest
possible date tho full monthly amount
of treasury notes contemplated by its
provisions nnd at the same time give to
the market for silver bullion such sup ¬

port as the law contemplates The
recent depreciation in the price of silver
has been observed with regret The
rapid riso in price which was antici-
pated

¬

and which followed tho passage of
tho act was influenced in somo degree
but it was followed by speculation nnd
tho reaction is part of tho result of the
same muso nnd pnrt of the recent mon-
etary

¬

disturbances Some months of
further trial will be necessary to deter ¬

mine the permanent effect of the recent
legislation on silver values but it is grat ¬

ifying to know thnt tho increased circula
lation secured by tho act has exerted
and will continue to exert a most ben ¬

eficial influence on business and upon
general values

While it has been thought best to re-

new
¬

formally the suggestion of nn inter-
national

¬

conference looking to an agree¬

ment touching the full use of silver for
coinage at a uniform ratio care Iirs been
taken to observe any change in the situ-
ation

¬

abroad and no favorable opportu-
nity

¬

will be lost to promote a result
which it is confldentnlly believed would
confer large benefits on the commerce of
the world The recent monetary dis¬

turbances are not unlikely to suggest re-

examinations
¬

of opinions of this sub-
ject

¬

Our largo supply of gold will if
not lost by impulsive legislation in the
supposed interest of silver give us a
position of advantage in promoting a
permanent international agreement for
the free use of silver as n coin metnl
The efforts of the Secretary to increase
tho volume of money in circulation by
keeping down tho treasury surplus to
the practicable limit havo been unre-
mitting

¬

nnd in n very high degree suc¬

cessful Tho tables presented by him
showing the increase of money in circu-
lation

¬

during tho Inst two decades nnd
especially tho table showing the increase
during the nineteen months he has ad-

ministered
¬

the debt are interesting and
instructive The increase of jnoney in
circulation during tho nineteen months
has been in the aggregate 93880814
or about 151 per capita and of this in-

crease
¬

only 710000 was due to tho re¬

cent silver legislation That this sub-
stantial

¬

nnd needed aid given to com-
merce

¬

results in nn enormous reduction
of the public debt and of the annual in-

terest
¬

charge is n matter of increased
satisfaction There havo been purchased
and redeemed since March 4 1889 4
and 46 per rent bonds to the
amount of 211832455 at a cost of

210020741 resulting In the reduc-
tion

¬

of tho annual interest charge
8007000 and a total saving of interest

of 551000 I notice with great pleasure
the statement ol the secretary that the
receipts from international revenue havo
increased during tho last fiscal vear
nearly 127000000 and that tho cost of
collecting tliis larger rcvenuo was lees
by 900170 than for tho same purpose
in tho preceding year The percentage
of cost of collecting revenue was less
last year than ever before

Till WAIt DEPARTMENT

The report of tho Secretary of War
exhibits several gratifying results at ¬

tained during the year by wiso methods
Tho percentage of desertion from the
army nn evil for which botli Congress
and tho Department have long been
seeking a remedy hns been reduced
during tho pnst year 24 per cent and for
tho months of August and September
during which time tho favorable effects
of the act of June 10 were felt 4 per
cent ns compared with the same of
1889

Tho results attained bv a reorganiza
tion and consolidation of the division
having charge of tho hospital service
records of volunteer soldiers aro very re¬

markable Tliis chango was effected in
July 1889 and at that time there were
40001 cases awaiting attention more
than half of these being calls from the
Pension Office for information necessary
to the adjudication of tho pension

y- -
A StaU iiumtijidilAMtimSd k si

claims On Juno 30 last though over
300000 now cases had come in there
was not n single cane that had not been
examined and entered

I concur in the recommendation of the
Secretary that an adequate and regular
appropriation bo continued for coast de-

fense
¬

works and ordnance plans which
have been practically agreed on Tho en-

couragement
¬

that has been extended to
tho militia of the states generally desig-
nated

¬

National Guards should bo con-
tinued

¬

and enlarged These organiza-
tions

¬

constitute in a sense tho army of
the United States while about five sixth
of the annual costs of their maintain
anco is defrayed by tho states

ATTOnNEY ClKNEllALs OFFICE

The report of the Attorney General is
under law submitted to Congress but
as the Department of Justico is one of
the executive departments some refer-
ence

¬

to tho work done is appropriate A
vigorous effort has been madia to bring
to trial and punishment all violators of
tho law but at tiie natno time care has
been taken that frivolous and technical
ojlenses should not bo used to swell the
coffers of officers or harass well disposed
citizens Especial attention is called to
the prosecution of violations of the elec-
tion

¬

laws and of offenses against United
States officers The number of convic-
tions

¬

hecured very manv of them upon
pleas of guilty will it is hoped havo a
salutary restraining influence There
have been several cases where post-

masters
¬

appointed by me havp been
subjected to violent interference in the
diseliargoof their official duties and to
persecutions and personal violence of
tho most extreme character Some of
these cases have been dealt with through
the Department of Justice nnd in some
cases tho postofliceii havo bcn sus¬

pended or abolished I havo directed
that they bo dealt with by uhe Postma-

ster-General in all cases whore other
efforts failed to secure for any post-
master

¬

not himself in fault an oppor-
tunity

¬

to peacefully exercise tho duties
of Ids oihec but such action will not
supplant the efforts of the Department
of Justice to brine tho particular offend-
ers

¬

to punishment
Nearly 100 cases of fraudulent certifi-

cates
¬

of naturalization have txen pre ¬

sented during tho year tho ijvidence
disclosing that a very large number of
fraudulent certificates of naturalization
have been issued and in this connec-
tion

¬

I beg to renew my recommendation
that tho laws be so amended as to re-

quire
¬

a more full and searching inquiry
to all the facts necessary to naturaliza
tion before certificates are granted It
certainly is not too much to require that
an application for an American citizen-
ship

¬

shall be heard with ns much rare
und recorded with as much formality
as are given cases involving the pettiest
property rights

POSTAL DEPARTMENT

The report of the Postmaster General
shows most gratifying results A largo
economy in expenditure and an increase
of 4750000 in receipts hava been
realized Tho deficiency for tho year is
5783300 as against 0350183 last year

notwithstanding the great enlargement
of the service Mail routes hai c been
extended and quickened and greater
accuracy and dispatch in tho distribu ¬

tion and delivery have been gained
The report will be found full of interest
and suggestions not only to Congress
but those thoughtful citizens who may
be interested to know what business
method can bo found in that depart ¬

ment of public administration which
most nearly touches all our people

The passage of the act to amend cer-
tain

¬

sections of the revised statutes relat ¬

ing to lotteries approved September 19
1890 has been received with great and
deserved popular favor The Postoilice
Department and the Department of
Justico atonco enteredupon tho enforce ¬

ment of the law with sympathetic vigor
and already tho public mails have been
largely freed from tho fraudulent and
demoralizing appealB and literature
emanating from the lottery company

NAVAL AFFAIRS

The construction and equipment of
tho new ships for the navy has made
very satisfactory progress since March
4 1889 Nine new vessels haw been
put in commission and during this
winter four more including one moni-
tor

¬

will bo added Tho construction of
the other vessels authorized in being
pushed both in tho Government and
private yards with energy and watched
with the most scrupulous care The
experiments conducted during the year
to test tho relative resisting power of
armor plntes havo been so valuable as to
attract great attention in Europo The
only part of work upon the new ships
that is threatened by unusual delay is
armor plating and every effort is being
made to reduce tnat to ine minimum
It is a source of congratulation that
tho anticipated influenco of these
modern vessels on the esprit du corps
of tho olficere and seamen has beon fully
realized Confidence nnd pride in the
ships among tho crew aro equivalent to
a secondary battery Your favorable
consideration is invited to the recom-
mendations

¬

of tho Secretary
TUG INTERIOR

The report of the Secretary of the In-

terior
¬

exhibits with great fullness and
clearness the efforts of that great Depart ¬

ment and tho satisfactory results at¬

tained The suggestions mado by him
nre earnestly commended to the consid-
eration

¬

of Congress They cannot be all
given particular mention Tho several
acts of Congress looking to the reduc-
tion

¬

of the large Indian reservations
nnd tho more rapid settlement of the
Indians upon individual allotments and
tho restoration to the public domain in
excess of their needs nave been largely
carried into effect as far as the work has
been confided to tho Executive Agree ¬

ments have been concluded since March
4 1889 involving tho cession to tho
United States of about 14720000 acres
of laud These contracts have as re¬

quired by law been submitted to Con-
gress

¬

for ratification and for tho appro-
priation

¬

necessary to carry them into
efiect These with the Sisscton and
Wnhpeton Sao and Fox Iowa Potta
wotamles and Ashentees Shnwnces and
Coeur DAleno tribes have not yet re
ceived tho attention of Congress Atten
tion is also called to tho fact that the
appropriations made in tho easo of the
Sioux Indians have not covered all the
stipulated payments This Bhould be
promptly corrected it an agreement is
confirmed all of its terms should bo
complied with without delay and full
appropriations should be made

The disability pension act which I

approved on Juno 27 last has been put
into operation Tho increased clerical
force provided was selected and assigned
to work and a considerable part of the
force engaged in the examination in the
field was recalled nnd added to the
working force Tho examination and
adjudication of claims have by reason of
improved methods beon more rapid than
ever before The anticipated expense
while very large will not it is believed
10 in excess of the estimates mado be-

fore
¬

the enactment of the law

THE MOKMON EVIL

The increasing number and influence
of tho non Mormon population in Utah
is observed with satisfaction Tho re-

cent
¬

letter of Wilford Woodruff presi ¬

dent of the Mormon church in which
ho adviiicd his people to refrain from
contracting any marriage forbidden by
tho laws of tho land has attracted
much attention and it is hoped that its
influence will bo highly beneficial in
restraining infractions of the law of the
United States but the fact should not
be overlooked that the doctrine or be-

lief
¬

of the church that polygamous mar-
riages

¬

aro rightful and supported by
divino revelation remains unchanged
President Woodruff does rot renounce
tho doctrine but refrains from teaching
it and advises ngainst the practice of it
because the law is now against it It is
quite true tho law should not attempt
to deal with tho faith or belief of any
one but this is quite another thing and
tho only safe way to deal with the Ter-

ritory
¬

of Utah is that those who believe
polygamy to be rightful shall not have
the power to make it lawful

MINOR INTERIOR MATTERS

Tho admission of the Slates of Wyo ¬

ming and Idaho to the Union are events
full of interest and congratulation not
only to the people of the States happily
endowed with a full participation in our
privileges and responsibilities but to
all our people The belt of States now
stretches from the Atlantic to the
Pacific

The work of the Patent Office has
won from all sources very high com ¬

mendation The amount accomplished
has been largely increased and nil the
results have been such as to secure con-
fidence

¬

and consideration for the sug-
gestions

¬

of the Commissioner
The enumeration of the people of the

United States under the provision of
tho actof May 81890 has been completed
and the result will be at once ollicially
communicated to OongrenB The com-
pletion

¬

of tho decennial enumeration de-

volves
¬

on Congress the duty of making a
new apportionment of representatives
among the several States according to
their respective numbers

FOR THE FARMERS

The report of tho Secretary of Agricul-
ture

¬

desert cs especial attention in view
of the fact that the year has been
marked in a very unusual degree by or-

ganization
¬

among tho farmers looking
to an increase of tho profits of their
farms It will be found the Department
has been zealously devoted to the pro-
motion

¬

of the interests intrusted to its
care A very substantial improve-
ment

¬

in tho market price of
the trading farm produce during the
year is noticed There was an ad ¬

vance in tho price of wheat from 81
cents in October 1889 to 104 in Oc-

tober
¬

1890 corn from 21 cents to
50t cents oats from 293 cents to 43
cents and barley from 03 cents to 78
cents Meats showed a substantial but
not so large an iurreasc Export trade
in live annuals and fowls show a very
large increase The total in such exports
for the yetr ending June 3 1890 was
33000000 nnd the increase over the pre-

ceding
¬

year wns 15000000 Nearly 200
000 cattle und over 45000 more
I iois were exported than in the
preceding year The export trade
in beef and pork and in dairy pro ¬

ducts was very largely increased
the increase in the article of butter
alone being from 15504778 pounds
to 29748042 pounds tho total
increase in the value of meat and
dairy products exported being 44000
000 This trade so directly helpful to
tho farmeni it is believed will be yet
further and largely increased when
tho system of inspection nnd sani ¬

tary supervision now provided by
laws are brought fully in opera-
tion

¬

The efforts of the Secretary
to establish the henlthfulncss of our
meats against the disparaging imputa-
tions

¬

that have been put on them
abroad have resulted in substantial
progress veterinary surgeons sent out
by the Department are now allowed to
participate in the inspection of the live
cattle in this country landed at English
docks and during tho several months
they have been on duty no case of
contagious pluro pneumonia has been
reported This inspection abroad and
the domestic inspection of live animals
and pork products provided for by the
act of August 30 1890 will afford as
perfect a guarantee for tho wholesome
ness of meats offered for foreign con-
sumption

¬

ns in any wiso given any food
products and its non acceptance will
quite clearly reveal the real motivo of
any continued restriction on their use
And that having b en made clear the
dutyof the Executive will he very plain

The information given by tho Secre ¬

tary of tho progress and the prospects of
tho beet sugar industry is full oi inter-
est

¬

It has already passed the experi
mental stage and is a complete commer
cial success ine area over wincn tne
sugar beet can be successfully cultivated
is very large and another field crop of
great value is offered to the choice of
tho farmer Tho Secretary of the Treas
ury concurs in tho recommendation of
the Secretary of Agriculture that the ot
ficinl supervision provided by the tariff
law for sugar of domestic production be
transferred to the Department of Agri ¬

culture
The law relating to the civil Bervice

has so far as I can learn been executed
by thoso having tho power of appoint-
ment

¬

in classified service with fidelity
and impartiality and the service has
been increasing satisfactorily

I congratulate Congress and the
country on the passage in the first ses ¬

sion of the Fifty first Congress of an
unusual number of laws of great impor
tance more constant employment nnd
better wages for our people nnd in-

creased
¬

supply of a safo currency for the
transaction of business I do not doubt
some of these measures were enacted at
bo lato a period that the effects on com

m

merce which were in contemplation have
as yet but partially manifested them ¬

selves The general trade and indus ¬

trial conditions throughout the country
have shown marked improvement for
many yearn prior to 1888 The mercan-
tile

¬

balances had been largely in our
favor but during that year and tho year
following they turned ngainst us It is
very gratifying to know that thu last
fiscal year showed a balance in our favor
of 08000000 Tho banks which show
a good lis of the volume of business
transacted for the first month of the
year 1890 show as compared with the
same months of 18S9 an increase of the
whole country of about 84 per cent
while the increase outside of the city of
New York was over 13 per cent Dur-
ing

¬

the month of October the clearings
of the whole country showed an in-

crease
¬

of 31 per cent over October 1889
whilo outside of New York City the in ¬

crease was 11 percent These figures
show thnt tho increase in volume oi bus ¬

iness was l cry general throughout the
country That this larger business
was being conducted upon a safe and
profitable basis is shown by the fact
that there were 300 less failures re-

ported
¬

in October 1890 than in the
same month of the preceding year with
liabilities diminished by about 5000
000 Tho value of our exports of
domestic merchandise during last year
was over 116000000 greater than the
preceding year and was only exceeded
once in our history About 100000000
of this excess was in agricultural pro-
ducts

¬

Tho production of pig iron
always a good gauge of general prosper-
ity

¬

is shown by a recent census bulletin
to have beon 153 per cent greater in 1890
than in 1880 and the production of steel
290 per cent greater Mining in coal
had no limitation except that resulting
from inefficient transportation The
general testimony everywhere is that
labor is fully employed and the reports
for the last year show a smaller number
of employes in strikes and lockouts than
in any year since 1884

Tho depression in the prico of agricul-
tural

¬

products had been greatly relieved
and a hopeful feeling was beginning to
be felt by all our people These promie
ing influences have been in some de¬

gree checked by the surprisingand very
unfavorable monetary events which
have recently taken place in England
It is gratifying to know this did not
affect in any degree any of the financial
relations of London with our people
nor wns any disci edit attached to our
securities held in that market The re
turn of our bonds and stocks was caused
by n money iitringency in England not
by any losn of value or credit in the
securities themselves We could not
however wholly escape the effects of a
foreign monetary agitation accompanied
by fcuch incidents as characterized those
abroad It is not believed however
that these evil incidents which have for
the time been unfavorable affected by
values in this country can long with-
stand

¬

the strong and safe influences
which nre opsrating to give to our peo ¬

ple profitabl 3 returns
THE TARIFF

The apprehension that the tariff may
again and at once be subjected to im ¬

portant general changes would odd a
depressing influence of the most serious
character The genera tarill has only
partly gone into operation some of its
provisions being limited to take effect
in the future The general provisions of
the law have been in force less than
sixty days It ia curious to note that
the advance an prices of articles affected
by the tnriff act and by many ascribed
to that act were not touched by it The
fact is that the general tendency of the
market was upwards from influences
wholly apait from the recent tariff
legislation

There is neither wisdom nor justice in
the suggestion that the subject of tariff
revision shall be opened It is quite as
true that every tariff schedule is subject
to objections No bill was ever framed
I suppose that in all its rates had the
full approval of both Houses The mis-
information

¬

is to the terms of the act
which has been so widely disseminated
at home and abroad will be corrected by
experience and the evil augers as to its
results comnsunded by tho market re
port the savings bank international
trade balance nnd the general prosperity
of our oeonhi

Already wo bgin to hear from abrcad
and from ojr custom nouses mat tne
prohibitory effect upon importations im ¬

puted to tho act is not lustilied The
imports at the port of Now York for the
lint U1ICU wwmi ui xiutciJiLrci niic
nearly 8 per cent greater than for the
same period in 1889 and 7 per cttit
greater than for the Eame neriod of 1838
and so far from an act to limit imports
I confidently believe that under it we
shall secure larger and more profitable
participation in foreign trade than we
nave ever enjoyed and that we shall
recover a proportionate part in the
ocean carrying trade of the world
Criticism of the bill which has come to
us from foreign sources may well be re-

jected
¬

If these critics believe that the
adoption by the United States of a free
policy or tariff rates havingrefereree
solely to revenue would diminish the
participation of their own country in
tho commerc J of this their advocacy by
speech and other form of organized
effort of this movement among our peo-

ple
¬

is a raro exhibition of unselfishness
in trade and on the other hand if they
sincerely believe the adoption of a pro-
tective

¬

tariff polioy by this country in ¬

sures to thcr profit and our hurt it is
notably strange that they should lead
in the outcry against tne authors of a
policy bo hopeful to their countrymen
and crown w ith their favor these who
would snatch from them a substantial
share of a trade with other lands already
inadequate to their necessities There
is no disposition to promote prohibitory
or retaliatory legislation Our policies
are adopted not to the hurt ot otners
but to secure for ourselves these advan
tages that Jfavor our position and
national growth Our form of govern-
ment

¬

with itt universal suffrage makes
it imperative that we shall save our
working people from the agitations and
distresses which scant work that leaves
no margin for comfort always begets
But after all this is done it will be found
that our market are open to friendly
exchanges of enormous value in other
great powers

From the time of my introduction
into office tho dutyof usingevery power
and influence given oy law to me

Department for the development
of larger maikets for our products es-

pecially
¬

our farm products has been
kept constantly in mind No effort has
been or will lo spared to promote that

Continued on fourth page
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Annual Report of Secretary

Tracy

A Naval Reserve Is Strongly
Advocated

Progress of the Coast Defense and
Cruiser Types of War

Vessels

Washington December 1 In an
annual report of great length Secretary
of the Navy Tracy gives much informa-
tion

¬

about the new navy
Among the uncompleted crafts special

mention is made of the armored cruiser
New York as to tho speed which she
has attained Her armament is un-
equalled

¬

by any ship of the cruiser typo
fn tho world and it gives her chances
not to be despised should she be driven
to an encounter with a battle ship

The type of battle ships now being
built in San Francisco will be equal to
any battle ships that exist today being
equally available for cruising or for
protecting the harbors of the Union

Much space is also devoted to tho
triple screw protected cruiser which
will have a formidable armament a
speed faster than any ocean greyhound
now in existance and a coal endurance
which will in ordinary cruising timo
give her an endurance of 103 days or
a radius of action of 25520 knots Six
ships like her would exterminate the
commerce of any country

Regarding nrmor the Bethlehem Iron
Company is still disappointing the
Department in getting its plant com-
pleted

¬

The time now fixed for comple-
tion

¬

is July 1891 nearly two years after
the contract time Another contract
has been made with Carnegie binding
the firm to begin tho delivery of armor
June next and the delivery of 600 tons
a month thereafter If both firms como
up to expectations it will take two years
from July 1891 to complete the armor
for ships now authorized

The report deals at length with exper-
iments

¬

with compound nickel plate
Before entering upon extensive pur-
chases

¬

it is thought wise to make fur-
ther

¬

tests and nickel amounting in
value to about 50000 has been pur-
chased

¬

No more will be procured until
complete exhaustive experiments have
been tried

In discussing ordnance matters he
calls attention to the reduction in cost
of making guns and carriages which
the Washington gun factory has accom-
plished

¬

To take a 8ingloinstancetho
Government under nn old contract paid

S500 per gun for the manufacture of
8 inch rifles aside from the cost of
forgings Tho Washington gun
factory in 1888 made them for

5103 and this year for 2272
The armor piercing projectiles hitherto
received from private firms in this coun¬

try having proved unsatisfactory a con-
tract

¬

has been made for a quantity of
the foreign process to be made in this
country while the Department will en-

deavor
¬

to bring about arrangements for
the manufacture of satisfactory Ameri-
can

¬

projectiles
The liotchkiss Company not having

been able yet to produce the Powell
torpedoes arrangements are being mado
with the Whitehead Company whereby
an American company will shortly be
able to supply a number of their torpe-
does

¬

When the Ilochkiss firm perfect
theirs they will be given tests Of tor-
pedoes

¬

other than auto mobile the
Patrick torpedo electrically directed
from the shore has undergone a success-
ful

¬

test
Regarding tho personal servico the

Secretary repeats the recommendations
of Chief Engineer Melville and other
heads of bureaus for an increase in the
number of officers and equalization

Considerable space is given to a naval
militia the want of which is declared
to be one of the most vital defects of
our system Reference is made to tho
active interest on the subject in some of
the eastern states and on the Pacific
coast tho past two years nnd says that
all that is needed is prompt action on
the part of Congress There is every
reason to believe that with proper
encouragement a great naval militia
will be assured

The estimates for the increase of this
navy are 18171000 ngainst 9380000
for last year The largest part of this
increase is for the payments on out-
standing

¬

contracts
The Secretary draws attention to the

necessities of the most vulnerable points
along our coasts for adequate protection
from foreign fleets No land force how¬

ever resolute or numerous could be
eflective even when all the ships now
being completed had a fighting chance
with them Our line of defense being
iso long and its parts so divided and re-

mote
¬

nothing short of a force of bat-
tle

¬

ships numerous enough to be dis-
tributed

¬

in separate fields of attack
und able to concentrate on any
threatened point will prove a complete
protection The type of Bhip the De-

partment
¬

suggests for harbor defense
purposes is an enlarged Puritan of not
more than fourteen to sixteen feet
draught and with heavy armor and
armament TIipso ships would be ex¬

clusively for local purposes nnd would
have a station trom wnicn tney would
never be absent They would stay the
entrance of an enemy until battle ships
could arrive This is less expensive
than seagoing ships and answers as no
other typo can the requirements of
American harbors Furthermore the
movement toward the creation of
a naval militiii would receive ad-

ditional
¬

strength from the crea-
tion

¬

of this national force Tho
harbor defense ship would be a rallying
point a drill hall a naval school for the
young men who show earnestness in tho
organization of a naval militia It should
Utt lis privilege lu ucwuuic uiu iiiuiiiui
source of supply for the complement of
boys officers and men and the result
would be an addition in strength to the
naval reserve If such a plan were adopted
it is believed that Boston New York
Baltimore New Orleans San Francisco
and the cities on Puget Sound would be ¬

come the cente of naval strength

1


